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The Queen of Witches watches over us sill.

By The Witches' Hallow Scribes

Blessed Yule, Cunning Folk!

As the wheel turns to the longest night, we gather under the Holly King's reign to
honor the rebirth of the Sun Child. In this special Yule edition, we journey back to
the enchanted moors of Kent, to Hever Castle — childhood home of the most
famous witch-queen of them all, Anne Boleyn.

Though history cloaks her in Christian garb, many modern witches see in Anne a
sister of the Craft: a woman of fierce intelligence, French sophistication, and
unyielding will who enchanted a king, toppled a church, and left her falcon sigil
burning bright across time. Her spirit is said to walk Hever's halls especially at
Yule, drawn to the old fires and evergreens that pre-date the Nativity by centuries.

The Ancient Yule Fires at Hever

Long before tinsel and trees, our pagan ancestors dragged a
massive Yule log into the hearth on the Winter Solstice. This was
no mere firewood — it was a sacred embodiment of the dying-
and-reborn sun. A remnant of the previous year's log (kept safe
through the seasons) was used to kindle the new one, ensuring
the flame of life never died.

At Hever, the Boleyn family continued this rite, though they
called it part of their Twelve Days of Christmas. Thomas Boleyn
and his sons would venture into the Weald to fell a mighty oak.
The women — Elizabeth, Mary, and young Anne — gathered
holly, ivy, laurel, and mistletoe (that most magical of plants,
sacred to the Druids) to weave into garlands and kissing boughs.

These evergreens were far older than the Church’s decrees:

« Holly for the Holly King who rules the dark half of the year
o Ivy for the Goddess who clings eternal



« Mistletoe, the golden bough, for healing, fertility, and kisses...
and protection against lightning (or perhaps against a king's
wrath)

The castle's Great Hall would
blaze with the Yule log's fire for
the full twelve nights, warding
off malicious spirits while the
family feasted on spiced meats,
marchpane, and wassail bowls
brimming with hot ale and
roasted apples.

Anne's Fateful Yule of 1526 — A Witch's Turning Point?

It was during Yule 1526, in the candlelit rooms of Hever, that Anne Boleyn made the
decision that rewrote England. Henry VIII's love letters had piled high; he
promised to make her queen. Over spiced wine and crackling oak, the Boleyns
debated the dangerous path ahead. Anne accepted — and the old pagan wheel
turned once more.

Six years later, as Queen, Anne
celebrated a triumphant Christmas at
Greenwich. Yet her enemies whispered
she practiced the "old ways," accusing
her of enchantment and bewitching the
king. Whether she truly walked the
crooked path or not, her story resonates
with every witch who has dared claim
her power in a world that fears it.




Her ghost, they say, returns most often at Yule — a pale figure in a French hood,
gliding over the drawbridge or beneath the mistletoe-laden boughs, still radiant,
still defiant.

Reclaiming Yule at Hever Today

This year (2025-2026), Hever Castle transforms into a dazzling "Land of Oz" for the
festive season — but seek out the Boleyn Apartment, kept in authentic Tudor style.
Walk where Anne walked. Touch the ancient stones. Light a candle (in your heart,
if not literally) for the witch-queens who came before us.
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A Simple Yule Rite Inspired by Anne & Hever

Bring in a Yule log (or a large candle if indoors).

Decorate with holly, ivy, and mistletoe gathered under the waxing moon.
Carve Anne's falcon badge or a simple "B" into the bark /wax.

As you light it, speak:

“From Anne's fire, bold and bright,

Kindle power through the longest night.

As the wheel turns, so I rise —

Reborn with the Sun, I touch the sky”

5. Let it burn safely as long as possible. Save a piece for next year.

- W

May your Yule be fierce, magical, and unapologetically powerful. The Queen of
Witches watches over us still.

Blessed Be & Brightest Yule,
The Witches' Hallow Coven



P.S. Share your own Hever pilgrimages or Anne-inspired Yule rites with us at
wh.studentservices@gmail.com

Be sure to check out The Spirited Veil Clubs' article about the ghost of Anne
Boleyn at Hever Castle.



Follow Witches' Hallow on Social
Media

Stay connected with the mystical world of Witches' Hallow by
following us on our social media platforms. Whether you're
interested in the latest enchanting products, magical tips, or
community events, our social media channels are the best way to
stay updated.

Where to Find Us

Facebook: Join our growing community on Facebook for exclusive
content, event updates, and lively discussions about everything
magical. ® Witches' Hallow

Instagram: Follow us on Instagram to dive into a visual journey of
magical aesthetics, behind-the-scenes peeks, and spellbinding
stories. & Witches' Hallow (@witches.hallow) ¢ Instagram profile

Twitter: Stay up-to-date with our latest news and announcements
by following us on Twitter. Engage with us and share your thoughts
using #WitchesHallow. & Witches' Hallow (@WitchesHallow) on X

Pinterest: Discover a world of inspiration on our Pinterest boards,
featuring enchanting DIY projects, spell ideas, and more.
@ Witches' Hallow


https://www.facebook.com/share/1CyuBfH9cm/
https://www.instagram.com/witches.hallow?igsh=Ym1qajRlcWJnbHFm
https://x.com/WitchesHallow?t=Bf37JzzZgNN-72mpkmnhOA&s=09
https://pin.it/1IjDoKe1t

YouTube: Subscribe to our YouTube channel for tutorials,

interviews, and in-depth explorations of the magical world.
@ Witches' Hallow Online College

Tik Tok

iz Whitcheshallow
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Online nonprofit Pagan/Witch school opening
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We can’t wait to connect with you and share the magic!


https://youtube.com/@witcheshallowxyz?si=bgTd0vQ4_Gs1VvJq
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Kitchen Witch
Yule Rempes

-Return Hully King RoSemary // Peppermint y 'y
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Welcome 1o "Witch of the Whisk”

by Peggy Reynolds

Welcome to "Witch of the Whisk," where culinary magic meets timeless tradition. Our
collection of classic Yule recipes is designed to bring warmth, joy, and a touch of
enchantment to your winter celebrations. Whether you're a seasoned chef or a kitchen
novice, our recipes are crafted to be accessible and delightful, ensuring your holiday
season is filled with the comforting aromas and flavors of Yule.

Explore these recipes, where each dish is a spellbinding experience that brings the magic
of Yule to your table. Happy cooking and blessed Yule!



Spiced. Siange- Cranberry Shortbread (Sun Wheels)

* 225 g unsalted butter, softened 1. Cream butter, sugar, and zest until fluffy. Work in flour and spices, then

100 g icing sugar cranberries. Roll into a log, chill 1 hour. Slice into rounds, bake 12-15 min at 170
Zest of 2 oranges °C /340 °F until edges are golden. Optional: dip half in dark chocolote and

280 g plain flour sprinkle with gold edible glitter for sclar flair.
50 g dried cranberries, finely 2.

chopped

1 tsp ground cinnamaon

Y2 tsp ground ginger

Pinch of salt




Yule Log Cake (Biiche de Noé€l - the edible bonfire

Ingredients

Chocolate Sponge
« 6 eggs, separated
« 150 g caster sugar
« D8 g cocoa powder
« Pinch of salt

Method

Whip yolks + sugar until pale. Whip whites to stiff peaks. Fold together
with sifted cocoa. Spread on a lined Swiss-roll tin, bake 12-15 min at 18@
°C/35@ °F. Roll while hot in a damp tea towel, cool.

.Filling & Frosting

. 380 ml double cream + 2 tbsp icing sugar + 1 tsp vanilla

. 200 g dark chocolate ganache (200 g chocolate + 200 ml cream)

.Optional: a generous slug of rum or orange liqueur in the cream

.Unroll sponge, spread with whipped cream, re-roll. Slather with ganache
“bark,” drag a fork through for texture. Decorate with meringue mushrooms,

3

rosemary “pine needles,” cranberry “holly berries,” and a dusting of

icing-sugar snow.
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arlic Butter Pork Chop
Recipe

Prep: 5minutes mins Cook: 10minutes mins Total: 15
Servings: 4 pork chops

Ingredients

4 bone-in pork chops

coarse salt, to season

freshly ground black pepper, to season
1 tablespoon olive ail

3 tablespoon butter, divided

2 sprigs fresh thyme, (plus 1 tbsp fresh
chopped thyme, stems removed)

O 6 cloves garlic, minced

Instructions US Customary — Metric

Season— Generously season both sides of pork chops
with salt and pepper.

Cook — Heat the olive oil in a large skillet over medium-high
heat. Once the pan is hot, and the chops, 2 tablespoons
butter, and 2-3 sprigs of fresh thyme to the skillet. Cook
the pork chops for 3-4 minutes on each side, or until th
outside is golden and the internal temperature reads 145
°F (or a little below) with a digital meat thermometer.

Add the remaining butter, garlic, and thyme — Add the
remaining butter, minced garlic, and chopped thyme to
the skillet. Use a spoon to drizzle the garlic butter sauce
over the pork chops before flipping the pork chops over
and spooning the garlic butter over the pork chops on
the other side. Repeat for 1-2 minutes.
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Yule Moon Cookies

1 cup butter

11/4 cup sugar

2 tsp. grated lemon peel

1/4 tsp. salt

11/3 cup flour

11/2 cup grated almonds (blanched)
1tsp. vanilla

Icing:

« 2 cups sifted confectioner’s sugar
* 1tsp. vanilla

e 21/2 Tbsp. water

Cream together butter and sugar until fluffy and light.
Add grated lemon peel, salt, flour, grated almonds,
and 1 tsp. vanilla; mix thoroughly. Place dough in
bowl. Cover and chill thoroughly.

When the dough is well chilled; or the next day, roll
out dough to 1/8 ’ thickness and cut with moon/
crescent cookle cutter. Place 1/2” apart on un-greased
baking sheet. Bake in preheated 375° oven for 8-10
minutes.

Icing: While cookies bake, combine confectioner’s
sugar, vanilla and water. Spread over the tops of
cookies while still warm, but not too hot, as icing wil




TNublled Wine of the Winter Solatice ( Wasasail's Sephisticated
Counin)

Ingredients Method
« 1 bottle robust red wine (Cabernet
or Merlot)
* 1 orange, studded with whole cloves
(like a tiny pomander sun)
* 2 cinnamon sticks 1.Warm everything gently in @ pot for 20-30 minutes—never bail, or you'll chase the
» 4 star anise spirits away. Serve in mugs with an orange wheel. Sing something rowdy.
* § dllspice berries
1 thumb fresh ginger, sliced
» Y cup honey or maple syrup (to
taste)
* % cup brandy or orange liqueur
(optional, but the ancestors
approve)
* Optional: a few slices of apple or a
splash of pomegranate juice for
extra solar symbolism

Feasts of the Winter Hearth: Traditional Meats of
Yule



As the Wheel turns toward Yule and the longest night approaches, kitchens across the
old world would come alive with the aromas of rich roasts, winter spices, and hearth-fire
feasts. For many Pagan cultures, Yule was not only a celebration of the returning light—it
was a time of community, generosity, and honoring the spirits through shared food.
Central to this ancient celebration were the meats prepared in honor of the season:
hearty, sustaining dishes meant to warm the body and bless the home.

From Norse midwinter bléts to Anglo-Saxon hearth feasts, certain meats became deeply
woven into the lore and symbolism of Yule. Below are the most traditional meats of the
season, their historical significance, and the magickal correspondences they carry—even
today.

Venison — The Meat of the Winter Hunt

In Northern European cultures, venison was among the most traditional Yule meats.
Winter hunts were sacred acts tied to survival, honoring the spirits of the forest and



giving thanks for sustenance.
Why Venison at Yule:

e Deer were plentiful in winter landscapes.
e The stagis a powerful symbol of rebirth and masculine solar energy.
e Hunting was connected to Odin, Herne the Hunter, and other wild gods.

Magickal Correspondences:

e Renewal

e Ancestral blessing

e Strength and endurance
e Honoring land spirits

Offering venison at the Yule table symbolized respect for nature and the promise of
returning life.

) Boar — The Sacred Beast of Midwinter




Perhaps the most iconic Yule meat of all is the boar. In Norse tradition, the Yule boar
was sacrificed to Freyr, god of fertility, peace, and prosperity. The offering was called the
“Sonargoltr”, and warriors would swear their Yule oaths upon its bristles.

Why Boar at Yule:

e Represented courage and abundance
e Linked to the solar boar Gullinbursti, whose golden bristles shone like dawn
e A powerful offering to ensure good harvests

Magickal Correspondences:

e Oath-keeping

e Prosperity

e Bravery and honor

e Fertility (of land and life)

Even today, holiday hams echo this ancient tradition.

‘ Goose — A Hearth OfFering 10 Goddess and

Home

Before turkey became the centerpiece of modern winter feasts, Yule tables across
Europe commonly featured roast goose. Considered a bird of hearth, harvest, and
household luck, goose was a symbol of domestic protection.

Why Goose at Yule:

e Geese were traditionally harvested after the final grain fields were gleaned.
e They were associated with goddesses like Holda, Frigg, and Berchta.
e Goose fat was treasured for cooking and candle-making.

Magickal Correspondences:

e Household blessing
Hearth magick
Protection

Prosperity and warmth



A goose feast marked the shift from Samhain’s dark work into Yule's light and hope.

‘ Turl{ey — A Modern Addition with Old-
World Roots

Though not historically European, turkey has become a staple in many Pagan Yule feasts
—especially in North America. Its energy blends well with the season’s themes.

Magickally, turkey represents:

e Gratitude

Generosity

Community
Nourishment of the tribe

Turkey carries the energy of shared table, open hearts, and returning hope.

Beef & Roasted Ox — The Feast of
Abundance



Cattle were precious in winter months and rarely slaughtered unless
for a major celebration. Thus, roasting beef—or the more traditional
ox—was a sign of wealth, generosity, and community blessing.

Why Beef at Yule:

e Only done during significant feasts
e Symbolized stability and survival
e Fed large kin-groups or villages

Magickal Correspondences:

Prosperity
Stability
Community bonds
Protection



“._ Mutton & Lamb — The Turning of the
Wheel

Though less common for midwinter (lambing season is months away), mutton still held
cultural significance in regions where sheep were central to survival.

Symbolically, mutton represents:

e The turning toward spring
¢ Innocence protected through winter
e Blessings for the flock and future abundance

The szgick of the Yule Feast

No matter what meat graces your Yule table, the heart of the tradition remains the
same:

e Honor the land
e Share abundance freely



e Celebrate warmth in the darkness
e Bless the home for the returning light

Your Yule feast is a spell in itself—a table-lit ritual calling the sun back from its longest
sleep.



Dear Enchanted Community of Witches Hzx”ou),

As the crisp whispers of winter weave their spe”s Tl)rougl) our hallowed I)A”S, [, Maeve
Branwen, your devoted School Coordimxror, extend a l)ezxrrfe[r welcome o this Yule edition
of our newsleter. It ﬁ”s my cauldron with joy 1o share that Witches Hallow has been
successﬁluy open for a ﬁl” month, BAUing flung wide its mysﬁczx[ qates on the auspicious

eve of Sambhain 2025. What a bewﬁching beginning it bas been!

Our clubs are now ﬂourislving like moonflowers under a ﬁl” [unar g[ow, with The Spirired
Veil conjuring its inzxugum[ 8?>Il)ering on this very dzx)f, November 20, 2025. Amidst the
swirl of new encl)zmeenTs, we are di[igem[y smOOTl)ing out a few minor kinks—mere

rioples in Tbe onon, as one MIghT expect in an and magical endewor.
PP P , P Yy 3" Q

Gz\zing into the crysm[ ball of the coming year, | envision a l)usrling 2020 [)rimming with
eager students and a uibrzmr, active communiT)f, where spe”s spzxrk and wisdom flows like

an enc})zmTed river.

On a personzx[ note, to all our wondrous staff and spiriTed students of Witches Hallow:
May your Yule be merry, your hearths warm with ancient fires, and your hearts A[ighT

with the magic of the season.

With starry b[essings,
Maeve Branwen

Schoo[ Coor({inbxor
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Witches’” Hallow-Clubs

Submitted by: The Spirited Velil

Whispers Through the Moat: The Haunting of
Anne Boleyn at Hever Castle



ild of Hever”

The Ch

CHAPTER I — “Ink Upon the Moat




Upon the curling parchment of Tudor memory, Hever Castle sits like an ink blot upon
history—dark, persistent, impossible to forget. Its stone walls, softened by creeping ivy
and kissed by the misted breath of Kentish mornings, have watched centuries drift by.
Yet none left so indelible a mark as the girl who once chased dragonflies along its moat:
Anne Boleyn, the daughter who would become a queen, a curse, a martyr, and a ghost.

Born between one uncertain year and another—1501, 1505, those shadowed guesses of
scholars—Anne’s earliest laughter rang like silver bells through Hever’s corridors.
Thomas Boleyn, shrewd courtier and diplomat, brought his family to this moated jewel
shortly before her birth. Its timbered halls became her schoolroom; its orchards her
stage; its hush her sanctuary.

History soon wrote her youth in foreign places: the Netherlands under Margaret of
Austria, then the glittering world of France beneath Queen Claude’s refined court. There
Anne learned poetry, manners, languages, the lute, needlework, and the graceful art of
courtly charm.

When she returned to Hever Castle, it was not as the child who had once skipped
through its gardens, but as a young woman with polished wit, French elegance, and eyes
that saw the world—and her place in it—with startling clarity.

Hever would soon feel the footsteps of a king.

CHAPTER Il — “Letters Carried by the Wind: Henry'’s Pursuit Begins”

The tale is often painted as romance, but truth casts a different light. It began as a chase
—an irresistible pursuit from a king accustomed to getting what he wanted.

Henry VIII's early glances toward Anne were laced with frustration; he had known her
sister Mary, yet Anne refused the velvet snare of becoming a royal mistress. With a
resolve rare in women at court—and nearly unimaginable to kings—she held her ground.

So the corridors of Hever became silent keepers of forbidden words.

Messengers slipped through stone archways bearing letters sealed with royal wax.
Eleven survive today in the Vatican, but once they rested in Anne’s hands, their ink still
fresh, their passion still warm.

“l am struck by the dart of love...” Henry wrote, unabashed in his longing.



Anne read by candlelight, her fingers tracing the seal, her mind calculating risks,
possibilities, and consequences. Did her heart quicken? Did fear slip between her ribs?
Only the walls of Hever know.

The castle watched it all in silence, as though aware that history trembled beneath her
feet.




CHAPTER Il — “Allure and Accusation: A Court in Turmoil”
Years unraveled like restless spirits drifting through corridors.

Anne became the brilliant sun around which the Tudor court unwillingly orbited. Her rise
was earned—not by sorcery or seduction, as her enemies whispered, but by intellect,
eloguence, and unwavering ambition.

Yet brilliance casts shadows.
Rumors slithered through the royal chambers like serpents:

She bewitched the King.

She brought dangerous French ways.

She stirred rebellion in his soul.

She sought power beyond a woman'’s place.

When she failed to give Henry a son, resentment grew sharp. Courtiers hungry for
influence circled her like wolves sensing a wound.

Anne’s own radiance, once her strength, became the weapon used against her.



CHAPTER IV — “The Five Shadows: Men Condemned”

The spring of 1536 descended upon England like a storm swelling within a shuttered
room.

Anne was charged with adultery, treason, even incest—fantastical crimes few believed
but none dared challenge. Alongside her fell five men, their fates tied to hers by lies

woven with royal impatience:

1. George Boleyn, Viscount Rochford — her brother, poet, diplomat

2. Sir Henry Norris — Henry's closest friend

3. Sir Francis Weston — young, charming, loyal

4. William Brereton — powerful courtier of the Welsh Marches

5. Mark Smeaton — the musician whose confession was beaten out of him

The accusations were a tapestry of falsehoods. The executions were not.



The five met their deaths by the axe at the Tower of London. Anne—condemned to die
by sword—followed two days later.

Some say their spirits wander Hever still. On certain May nights, visitors whisper of five
silhouettes moving through the outer gardens—one holding a lute, another a book,
another gazing upward as if seeking an answer from a silent sky.

CHAPTER V — “The Fall of Anne Boleyn: A Queen Unmade”

Anne met death as she had met life—steadfast, unbowed, astonishingly composed.

Clad in grey damask, she prayed softly in French, forgave her executioner, and prepared
herself for the final indignity history had arranged for her. The French swordsman, swift
and skilled, ended her life with merciful precision.



When her head fell, a crimson halo spread through the straw.

She was laid in an unmarked grave in the Chapel of St. Peter ad Vincula within the Tower
—a burial meant to erase her. But memory has never obeyed kings.

Visitors speak of a woman in Tudor silk gliding through the chapel on moonless nights,
her lips moving in silent prayer, her hands pale and searching.

The ghost of Anne Boleyn has never rested.

CHAPTER VI — “Hever’s Ghosts Rise: The Eternal Walk”

Hever Castle is quiet only for those who do not listen. Those who pause—truly pause—
find the castle breathes.



Footsteps echo along the Long Gallery when no visitors tread its boards. A faint waft of
rosewater drifts through Anne’s chamber. Candles flicker where none were lit.

And sometimes...
Sometimes, she appears.
Witnesses describe her as:

e Tall and slender

e Cloaked in shimmering Tudor grey

e Dark hair flowing beneath a French hood

e Her face lit with a mournful, otherworldly glow

She moves as though searching—for her daughter Elizabeth, for the innocence of her
youth, or for the justice history denied her.

On still nights, the moat reflects a sixth shadow among the trees—one figure more than
the living present.

CHAPTER VII — “Old Parchment, Old Pain: Calligraphy of the Lost”

If Anne’s story could be written in the medieval hand she deserved, its letters would curl
like ink across vellum, whispering:

Thy sorrow was not thy fault.
Thy spirit was not broken.
Thy legacy was not silenced.”

Hever's beams and stones have absorbed five centuries of grief and grace. The castle
stands as a living scroll of Anne’s rise, ruin, and resilience.

To walk its corridors is to hear the quills of history scratching still.

CHAPTER VIl — “The Queen Who Walks Still”

When dusk devours the last amber rays over the Kentish countryside, Hever becomes a
theatre for ghosts.



Visitors report:

A woman in grey drifting across the bridge

A figure kneeling in the small chapel

Whispers behind locked doors

A shadow pausing at the window where Anne once read Henry'’s letters
The soft brush of silk across ancient stone

Even seasoned watchmen admit certain rooms grow colder at the mention of her name.

In the gardens, roses sometimes bloom overnight near the anniversary of her death—
petals gleaming with dew no gardener remembers watering.

CHAPTER IX — “The Resting Place: Tower of London’s Silent Queen”

Anne’s body lies in the Tower, her bones discovered during Victorian restorations—slight,
delicate, unmistakable. Her grave is now marked, but her story refuses confinement.



Some claim her spirit walks each May, traveling from the Tower to Hever, retracing the
path of her brief, tumultuous life.

A queen without a throne.
A mother without her child.
A woman without justice.

Yet her legacy burns bright in every portrait, every history, every whispered tale in the
castle she once called home.

Anne is not the ghost of tragedy.
She is the ghost of endurance.

CHAPTER X — “Ink Eternal: The Haunted Legacy of Hever Castle”
And so the parchment closes—not with an ending, but an echo.

Hever Castle stands today as both monument and mausoleum. Visitors come seeking
romance, sorrow, history, and haunting.

Some leave with photographs.
Some leave with chills.
Some leave with the memory of a woman in grey watching from an upper window.

Some say she smiles.
Some say she fades.
Some say she nods, as though grateful to be remembered.

For Anne Boleyn does not rest in silence.
She walks.

She watches.

She endures.

Just as her story does.






Submitted by: The Familar’s Den Club

The Familiar's Den Club is delighted to present its first Critter Highlight for the month of
December! Each month, our club will feature and explore a new animal or critter. If
animals are your passion, consider joining The Familiar’s Den Club.

The Reindeer

(Rangifer tarandus)

Come join us for a fascinating look into the world of this magickal critter.

Reindeer can be found in colder climates such as the Arctic, subarctic regions, tundra,
and boreal forests. In Asia, they live in Siberia, Mongolia, and China. In Europe, they
inhabit Scandinavia, and in North America, they can be found in Alaska, Canada, and
Greenland. They are also native to parts of Russia.



In the mundane world, they are often referred to as caribou. Female reindeer can weigh
up to 300 pounds, while males may exceed 500 pounds.

These large deer have thick coats that vary from brown to grey to white. Their fur tends
to be darker in summer and lighter in winter, likely for camouflage. Both males and
females grow impressive antlers, and their split hooves allow them to navigate harsh and
icy terrain. Their pinkish noses bring to mind the legend of Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer guiding Santa’s sleigh. This coloration isn't just cute—it helps warm the frigid air
before they breathe it in. An engineering marvel of nature!

Now let’s step beyond the ordinary and into the magickal—guaranteed to help you see
this animal in a new light!

Adaptability “¢°’Resourcefulness %Resilience “¢°Perseverance ¢
Wisdom % Endurance “%’Renewal " Transformation

« Strong connection to the natural world



Inner strength, change, and growth

Inspires and guides individuals on their spiritual journeys

Acts as a messenger of hope and transformation

Navigates between worlds—connecting us to both the everyday and the spiritual
realm

Reindeer hold sacred knowledge and teach us to embrace life’s many cycles. They carry
connections to ancestral wisdom and themes of harmony and belonging. They remind us
that everything is interconnected.

Call upon the Reindeer to help you navigate life's challenges—they offer strength,
protection, and grounding.

Sources

The Animal Facts Editors. (2025). Reindeer Fact File. Theanimalfacts.com.
https:/www.theanimalfacts.com/mammals/reindeer/

Brunke, Dawn Baumann. (2015). The Spirit Animal Directory: 100 Spirit Animals for Inner
Enlightenment. Quarto Publishing plc.

Johnson, William. (October 4, 2025). Reindeer Symbolism: Strength, Guidance & Spiritual
Meaning.
https:/symbolostic.com/reindeer-symbolism/

Luttichau, Chris. (2019). Spirit Animal Guides: Discover Your Power Animal and the
Shamanic Path. CICO Books.

PBS.org Editors. (December 6, 2022). Reindeer Fact Sheet.
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Submitted by: The Luminous Vein
Club

The Luminous Vein Club is excited to announce its first Mineral Manifesto for the month
of December. Each month, we will feature and highlight a new stone. If stones and
crystals are your passion, consider joining the Luminous Vein Club.
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Turquoise

Turquoise is a mineral formed through a chemical reaction between copper, aluminum,
and water that seeps through surrounding rocks, creating deposits of turquoise. The
black or brown markings found in turquoise are part of the host rock, known as the
matrix, which often resembles a spiderweb pattern. It is a porous stone capable of
absorbing liquids, which can alter its color. Turquoise forms when rainwater enters soil
and rock, dissolves copper, and then, as the water evaporates, the copper merges with
aluminum phosphate to deposit turquoise along rock walls.

Over 2,000 years ago, turquoise was discovered in New Mexico. Ancient artists enjoyed
working with this stone, and it remains highly valued by Native American artisans, who
frequently use it in jewelry. In the United States, turquoise is produced in Arizona, New
Mexico, California, Utah, Arkansas, and Colorado. Other major sources include Mexico,
Chile, Egypt, and Iran. A fascinating fact: most turquoise produced in the United States
is actually a by-product of copper mining.

Luck @ Communication @ Protection @ Healing

Turquoise carries a receptive energy that is soothing and de-stressing. Aligned with the
Earth element, it encourages centering, grounding, and peace. Its ruling planets are
Venus and Neptune.

Deities associated with turquoise include the Great Spirit (American Indian), Buddha,
and Hathor. The stone is renowned for its many magickal properties, with powers linked
to protection, healing, courage, love, friendship, and money.



Turquoise is considered sacred by many Native American tribes. The Navajo ground
turquoise and coral together to create sand paintings intended to call rain to the land.
They also crafted carvings of sheep and horses from turquoise to guard against negative
magic. In the Southwest and Mexico, turquoise was placed in tombs to protect the dead.
Pueblo peoples buried it beneath the floors of new homes as an offering to deities.
Apache shamans used turquoise extensively in their magickal practices, and hunters
attached pieces to their bows for greater accuracy.

Magical Uses

Turguoise promotes courage and is worn as protection against many dangers. In rituals,
it may be used a few days after the New Moon to attract wealth, and is commonly worn
in money spells. When given as a gift, it is said to bring happiness and prosperity. The
stone protects health and is used in love magick. As a lucky stone, turquoise draws good
fortune, and practitioners may hold it while visualizing magickal intent.

Healing Properties

Turquoise is known as a healing stone. It is believed to strengthen eyesight, relieve
headaches, reduce fevers, and even prevent migraines.



Jewelry

Turquoise jewelry is worn to encourage courage. When worn as a ring, it is said to guard
against serpents, poison, the evil eye, and disease.

Sources

Cunningham, Scott (1988). Cunningham's Encyclopedia of Crystal, Gem and Metal
Magic. Llewellyn Publications, pp. 143-144.

Hall, Judy (2003). The Crystal Bible: A Definitive Guide to Crystals. Godsfield Press, pp.
305-307.

Islin, Connie (2002). The Ultimate Full-Color Guide: Crystals. Astrolog Publishing House
Ltd., pp. 186-187.

King, Hobart M., PhD, GIA (2005-2025). Turquoise. Geology.com.
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Submitted by: The Enchanted Library

The Enchanted Library is thrilled to announce our December book selection and
featured author!
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In celebration of our Author Spotlight on Tim Rayborn, we are delighted to present our
November & December reading choice:

£ The Scrapbook of Christmas Lore: 50 Terrifying Yuletide Tales from Around the Globe
2

forget about Jingle Bells & Jolly Old Saint Nick

g0 Terrdfying Yuletide Tales from Atound the Warld

TIM RAYBORN

From eerie spirits to ancient winter terrors, this wonderfully macabre collection peels
back the cozy veneer of the season to reveal the shadows beneath. It's the perfect
companion for a steaming cup of cocoa and a blustery December night.

Find your copy through the Witches’' Hallow Amazon Affiliate list—a simple way to build
your library while supporting our growing magickal community.



So wrap yourself in a warm blanket, light a candle, and step with us into a holiday season
where wonder and the weird dance together in the winter dark.

Submitted by: The Lumina Society

The Lumina Society — November Activity Recap

“The Lantern of Gratitude”

llluminating the Blessings You Already Hold

This November, as the days grew shorter and the world settled into its dusky stillness,
The Lumina Society embraced the month’s gentle invitation to pause, reflect, and
reconnect with the light we hold within. Our featured activity, The Lantern of Gratitude,
guided members through a month-long practice of intentional living and heartfelt
acknowledgment.

Throughout November, each participant crafted their own gratitude lantern — a
decorated jar, candleholder, or tin lantern — and filled it with daily notes of appreciation,
affirmations, and quiet blessings. By the end of the month, these lanterns glowed not
only with candlelight, but with the accumulated warmth of everyday miracles: strength
found, kindness received, beauty noticed, and possibilities opening.

Members were encouraged to follow weekly gratitude themes, share photos of their
lanterns, and reflect on how this practice shaped their mindset and magick. It was a
beautiful reminder that even in life’s darker seasons, small sparks of gratitude can
illuminate the way forward.

To close the month, participants read through their collected blessings and selected one
meaningful note to carry into December as their Light of Intention — a guiding spark for
the season ahead.

“With gratitude, | fill my light;
With love, | keep it burning bright.
May every spark within me grow
To warm the hearts of all | know.”



May this gentle ritual continue to brighten your path as we step into the winter season.

Submitted by: The Hearth and
Cauldron Club

The Hearth & Cauldron Club Presents: Crafting the Yule Feast

The Hearth and Cauldron Club is delighted to be stirring up something truly special this
season! As Yule approaches—the Winter Solstice, the longest night, and the triumphant
return of the Sun—we’re diving into the magick of seasonal foods, festive
correspondences, and tantalizing menus to warm every witch’s hearth.

This month, we’'ll explore the flavors, energies, and traditions that make a Yule feast
both enchanting and deeply nourishing. From cozy comfort foods to celebratory dishes
filled with intention, we'll infuse every recipe with purpose and seasonal symbolism.

Yule Kitchen Witchcraft

Yule is a sacred time of feasting, togetherness, and honoring the turning of the wheel.
For Kitchen Witches, every ingredient becomes a spell component, every meal a ritual,
and every bite a blessing.

Seasonal Focus: Renewal ¢ Warmth e Celebration e Hearth Fire

Magickal Mood: Evergreens, candlelight, spiced foods, family gatherings

Elemental Emphasis:

Fire - hearth flames, candles, baking
Earth - roots, grains, hearty meals
Water - mulled brews, soothing teas
Air - aromatic herbs, festive scents

Seasonal Ingredients to Inspire Your Craft



Fruits & Nuts: cranberries e oranges e apples ¢ pomegranates e chestnuts e walnuts e
almonds

Roots & Greens: potatoes e carrots e turnips e parsnips e kale e brussels sprouts
Herbs & Spices: cinnamon e nutmeg e cloves e rosemary e thyme e sage e peppermint
Sweetness: honey e maple e molasses e dried fruits

Beverages: cider e mulled wine e herbal teas e hot chocolate

The Yule Meal Plan Challenge!

All members are invited to design their very own Kitchen Witch Yule Feast Plan,
choosing one magical dish or drink for each category. Each selection should reflect:

e Seasonal ingredients
e Magickal symbolism
e Personal intention (warmth, joy, renewal, abundance, love)

Categories:

1. Breakfast - A comforting dawn meal

Example: Cinnamon oat porridge with cranberries for prosperity
2. Lunch - A hearty yet simple midwinter plate

Example: Root vegetable soup with rosemary bread for grounding
3. Dinner - Your grand Yule feast centerpiece

Example: Herb-roasted chicken or nut loaf for renewal
4. Appetizer - Symbolism in a single bite

Example: Stuffed mushrooms for hidden wisdom
5. Dessert - Sweetness to close the spell

Example: Gingerbread or peppermint bark for joy
6. Beverage - A warm cup of seasonal magick

Example: Mulled cider for prosperity & protection

Let your cauldron simmer, your creativity spark, and your hearth glow—this Yule feast



YULE WORD SEARCH

Y
ﬁa &
€2 5= c'f

R




Yule

S TMASTWRETEAUJP

L ZS B

RBHCHR
A TNDO

DEMLLAKCYWVAJDAO GGA

TATI

LOHTI FTD

PKULPRES SIENTS SYAD

Z MEC

I WCPJVCWAE

TSLOSRETN

VL AMA

RUERNVOGY JL

RUEHWONSXNVAQY SaQMA

G ORVAVCOQRUI
URDMHHZHUAGLIEWPWHTULNASS

T J P

UXRHOTAZTS SWRTCCETEMHLUBAYIL

A QUBSNACGRETENPHEBVLOXZRME

|l RN LHOREWI S

M NTHKNOGEDC

F
KNR

Z GDBGWES SN

X MHERYGHLWI

S QCEQDOGSE ECDWNSTHGI NWRTE
EHBDRTOUJWSOPLOC

DGESHYWDO

A FCETTTNNLLTEEMMEJZTNZBEN

P XNSKTI

VY MCROBMY SDODAG

J

HEAMOLMANMSI BKAUJERIXZGOK

A

D TNNEMAOCF FCHMEREN

UNW

\'J

A FLUTCBLVYVYAATTETA

WAELTFEUJP

S OS KWNNZBUJR

RBPVNEUDVRTE.I

EBGCUPUYVE

A

X

R R J Il F Y VRI

UTDBGAXTOGEXHRCBOWRYVYAGQ

L'

TLSSMASVXMZNNTENOQQLHMZNTOCSEB

HRXREPQNUJJEOES SHDXXHKCBAHRMH
S JYHGANLUPJ ZJCBTLPHEUPOQBFP

christmastree

wintersolstice
centerpiece
wintersnow

thegreatmother

mothernature
traditions

christmaslights
frankincense
meditation
mistletoe

yule log

rebirth

robins

moon

hild

ivinec

d

christmas
presents
holiday
ritual
night

red

cinnamon
candles
nutmeg
holly

ornaments
bonfire

wreaths

green
snow






HEARTH'S
.‘.‘ M

-e -

The Battle at the Hearth's Edge

AYule Tale of the Holly King and the Oak King
As it was told to me by the fire, so | tell it to you

Long before clocks ticked or calendars turned, there were only two kings who ruled the
year.

The Holly King came first into the world on a breath of frost.

He was old when he was born, ancient-eyed and winter-crowned, his beard white as the
moon on snow, his cloak stitched from shadow and scarlet berries. In his left hand he
carried a staff of blackened holly, sharp as memory, and in his right a lantern made from
a single glowing coal. Wherever he walked, the world grew quiet: rivers slowed, birds
tucked their heads beneath wings, and mortals drew their loved ones closer to the fire.

He ruled kindly, but he ruled long.

Six months he sat upon the throne of ice, and every night grew a finger’s breadth longer,
until the dark pressed so close you could hear it breathing.

Then, on the very longest night, something stirred beneath the frozen earth.

Far below the roots of the world, the Oak King opened his eyes.



He was young when he woke, green-blooded and reckless, his hair tangled with
mistletoe, his antlers only buds. He carried no weapon but a single acorn cupped in his
palm, and his laughter sounded like the first thaw dripping from the eaves.

Every year they meet at the same place: a clearing ringed by standing stones, half-buried
in snow.

Every year the same bargain is struck without words.
They fight.

Not with hatred, you understand.

They fight because they must.

One cannot live while the other rules.

The Holly King strikes first, slow and heavy, his holly staff whistling through the air like a
winter gale. Snow explodes where it lands. The Oak King dances aside, light as a
sparrow, and taps the ground with bare feet. Where his toes touch, tiny green shoots
dare to break the frost.

They circle.
They clash.

The Holly King drives the young king to his knees again and again, but each time the
Oak King rises laughing, stronger, greener, until the lantern in the old king’'s hand begins
to gutter.

At the exact moment when the night is darkest, when hope itself seems a child’s tale,
the Oak King lifts the acorn high.

A single shaft of newborn sunlight spears down through the clouds, strikes the seed, and
bursts it open.

The Holly King smiles, weary and fond.

He has known this moment since the world began.

He lays his staff across down.

The coal in his lantern flares once, then dies to embers.

He bows, ancient bones creaking like old oaks in wind, and steps aside.



The Oak King places the holly crown gently upon his own brow, red berries bright
against his summer skin, and the wheel turns.

Snow begins to melt.

Somewhere a robin sings.

Yet even as the young king strides toward spring, he carries the old king with him.
The holly berries adorn his cloak now.

The staff rests across his shoulder.

He knows, in the secret heart every green thing keeps, that he will grow old, that his
steps will slow, that one Midwinter night he will stand again in the clearing and face a
younger self rising from the roots.

And he will smile, and lay his crown down, and step aside.

This, darling, is why we burn the Yule log made of oak: to honour the king who falls so
the world may live.

This is why we crown the new log with holly: to remember the old king waits beneath
the snow, patient and fierce, keeping the dark at bay until his brother needs him once
more.

They are enemies.

They are brothers.

They are the same man, divided by seasons.

Tonight, when you add the first green bough to your fire, whisper thanks to both.
One kept you safe through the dark.

The other is already dreaming you toward May.

The wheel turns.

The light returns.

And somewhere in the smoke between the logs, two kings raise a cup to one another,
laughing, because they know the story never truly ends.

Blessed Yule, my loves.



May you stand in the clearing one day and choose, as they do, to make room for
tomorrow.

The fire is low. The tale is done. Now pass the mulled wine.
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# WITCHCRAFT THROUGH HISTORY

ALICE KYTELER

‘The first witch of Ireland was not a powerless crone, but
a wealthy woman whose independence made her a target!

Introduction o Tl)e Senes

Across centuries and continents, the word “witch” has carried both fascination and fear.
To some, witches were healers, cunning folk, and seers who offered remedies, wisdom,
and prophecy. To others, they were heretics, servants of the devil, and enemies of the
Church or State. The truth lies tangled between history and legend, in stories of ordinary
women and men whose lives were marked—and often destroyed—by suspicion.

This series, Witchcraft Through History, explores thirteen figures who lived under the
shadow of accusation. From medieval Europe to Puritan New England, from the



prophetess Mother Shipton to the healer Biddy Early, each month we uncover the life
and legacy of one person remembered as a witch. Some were executed, some survived,
and others became legends, but all reflect the cultural fears and spiritual beliefs of their
time.

In telling their stories, we honor their memory—not as monsters, but as people caught in
the web of history.

Wl)y STudy the Lives of "Witches"?

Studying these individuals provides a window into the societal and cultural
dynamics of their eras. Each story offers lessons on:

e Fear and Superstition: How fear of the unknown can manifest in societal
scapegoating.

e Cultural Beliefs: The spiritual and cultural beliefs that shaped perceptions of
witchcraft.

o Gender and Power: Often, accusations targeted women, revealing gender
dynamics and power structures.

e Historical Context: The political and religious contexts that fueled witch hunts.

What o Expect from the Series

Each of the thirteen profiles will include:

Historical Context: An overview of the time and place in which the individual lived.
Personal Story: A narrative of their life, accusations, and any trials they faced.
Legacy: How they are remembered today and their impact on history and culture.
Lessons Learned: Reflections on what their stories teach us about fear, justice, and
human nature.

Join us each month as we delve into the lives of those who, through no fault of their
own, became symbols of fear and intrigue. These stories remind us that history is not
just a series of events but a tapestry woven from the lives of real people, each with their
own tales and truths.

L esson Two



WiTcl)crzxﬂ Tl)rougl) I—Iisrory: Alice KyTe[er

“The first witch of Ireland was not a powerless crone, but a wealthy woman whose
independence made her a target.”

The First Recorded Witch of Ireland



In 1324, Alice Kyteler, a wealthy innkeeper from Kilkenny, became the first woman in
Ireland to be formally accused of witchcraft. Her trial stands as one of the earliest
detailed witchcraft prosecutions in Europe, revealing how jealousy, politics, and
superstition could entwine to destroy reputations.

Alice was born into a prosperous Anglo-Norman family and married four times. Each
marriage increased her fortune, leaving her with considerable wealth and control over
properties in Kilkenny and beyond. This independence, however, set her apart in a
society uncomfortable with women who held power. When her fourth husband, Sir John
le Poer, fell mysteriously ill, suspicion immediately turned toward Alice. His children,
along with Alice’s stepchildren from earlier marriages, accused her of using sorcery and
poison to hasten his death.

“Her fortune became the root of her downfall—wealth in the hands of a woman was
seen as unnatural, even dangerous.”

Tl)e Accusanons



The case was taken up by Bishop Richard de Ledrede of Ossory, who was determined to
make an example of Alice. The accusations against her reflected the Church’s growing
fear of witchcraft. She was charged with abandoning the Christian faith, sacrificing
animals to demons, and using sorcery to manipulate those around her. Her critics even
claimed that she had a demonic lover named Robin Artisson, who took the form of a
man, a cat, or a black dog. Rumors of poisonings, love magic, and secret rites swirled

around her name, painting her as a dangerous figure whose very wealth was viewed as
unnatural.



Tl)e Trial and Esc&pe

Alice’s trial became a bitter political struggle. Her family’s connections and influence
shielded her from immediate punishment, while Bishop Ledrede pressed relentlessly for
her conviction. Despite the ferocity of the accusations, Alice managed to evade the fate
so many others would later meet. With the help of her allies, she escaped from custody
and likely fled to England, disappearing from the historical record.

Her maidservant, Petronilla de Meath, was not so fortunate. Under torture, Petronilla
confessed to practicing witchcraft alongside Alice. On November 3, 1324, she was
burned at the stake in Kilkenny. Her death marks the first recorded execution for
witchcraft in Ireland.

“Though Alice vanished, her servant paid the ultimate price.”
Legacy of Alice KyTe[er

The story of Alice Kyteler is remarkable not only because of its age but because it
foreshadows the larger witch hunts that would sweep across Europe in later centuries. It
reveals how accusations of witchcraft could emerge from disputes over wealth and
inheritance, how women who lived independently were targeted, and how the Church’s
authority transformed folk practices into evidence of heresy.

Alice herself vanished into obscurity, never to be heard from again, but her maid
Petronilla’s tragic execution secured their place in history. Together they illustrate the
peril faced by women who lived beyond the narrow boundaries of medieval society.

Robin Artisson

In the trial records, Alice was said to have a spirit-lover named Robin Artisson, who
appeared in various forms—a shadowy man, a cat, or a black dog. This figure connects
her story to later European beliefs about witches’ familiars and demonic companions.

Historical Note

The trial of Alice Kyteler remains one of the best documented witchcraft cases of the
Middle Ages, providing scholars with rare insight into the early evolution of witch lore in
Europe.

Lessons Learned



1. Wealth and Independence: Alice’s story highlights the dangers faced by women who
defied societal norms by accumulating wealth and power.

2. Manipulation of Accusations: Her case exemplifies how accusations of witchcraft
could be manipulated for personal gain and vengeance.

3. Social and Religious Dynamics: The trial reflects the complex interplay between
social structures and religious authority during medieval times.




Yule Spe”s

by Marie Laveau

Yule, the winter festival celebrated by many pagan traditions, is a time to embrace the magic
of the season. Here are 13 spells, one for each night of Yule, although you can choose the
ones that resonate with you the most.



Tools

1. Craft the Feeder
Hold the pinecone
gently in your hands.
Spread a generous
layer of unsalted
peanut butter over
the scales, then roll
the pinecone in your

p sced mixture.

| 4. Create the Circle

of Light

Place the pinecone

in the center of your

working space.

%

Hold the pinecune gently in your hands.
Spread a generous layer of unsalted peanut
butter over the scales, then roll the pinecone|
in your seed mixture. As the seeds cling,
imagine blessings taking shape.

Light the Flames Clockwise:
Starting.in the east and moving clockwise, 4
light each candle. <
With each flame you ignite, recite: :
As 1 light this flame, blessings be. ;
Generosity and spirit, come to me. 1
May my heart open, free and bright —
1 call forth the energy of divine light.

So mote it be.

Offer Your Blessing:

Sit a moment with the spff glow
surrounding the pinecone. Visualize your
kindness moving outward like ripples in
frost-kissed stillness.
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~ OnNew Year’s morning
- (or January 1), b%
- rosemary and a (=

- handful of sea salt in spring "
- water. Wash your front doorstep
from the outmde-m while saying:

% 1 “Old year out, 4
@~/ bright yearin; 8
“2) only blessmgs P /1
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" THE QUIETEST
 SPELL OF ALL

ey

" On Solstice night

 sit in total darkne
ﬁ)r one ﬁdl hour

~ No phone, no mustc

~ no ll ght. Feel the exact
moment the wheel tzps

When you sense the shift
(you will), light a single _
candle and say only:

- I have seen the dar T—
 Ichoose the light.
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single sun-wheel. / -
Anoint with /4
frankincense or pme 4
Light 1t at true a¢ |
astronomical sunset |
on Solstice eve and let ]
it burn until sunrise
(or as long as 1s safe)

- Whisper every hour: "™

T am the wick, you are the fl lame;
together we call the sun by name.’
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YuLe Loa
WISHING ASH

Before burning your Yule log,
write intentions on thin strips of

birch bark. Tuck them into the
log’s crevices.
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- When it burns, the smoke carries
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( Save a small piece of charcoal /
from the Yule log.

/J Wrap it in red cloth with a
¥ holly leaf and a bay leaf for ¥

Success.

- your words straight to the turning
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The Oak Kings.
E  “Acorn

Find or buy a perfect acorn.

~ Hold it to your heart and name
- one thing you wish to grow
in the coming year.
- Plant it in a pot

- (or in the ground
. if weather allows)
- on the first day

-~ after Solstice.
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foz the RETURNING LIGHT
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At dusk on any of the Twelve Nights,
 light two candles on either side of a
 black mirror or bowl of water. Gaze
~ softly and ask: 'What must I release,
. and what must I welcome?”

- Thefirst image that forms is your
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~ HOLLY & OAK
- CROWN EXCHANGE

Take one hotly sprig and one oak
twig. On Solstice night bind them
together with red-and-green thread
while saying:
“‘Holly fall and Oak arise;

in my heart the wheel likewise.”
Wear it, hang it above your bed, or
place it on your altar until Imbolc.






- Sunrise Water
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Leave a clear glass of water on
your windowsill on Solstice night.
Greet the first ray of the reborn
sun and drink it slowly.
You are literally drinking the
new year’s first light.
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Mtstle toe Door-Kzss

Protectzon

mistletoe above
your front door.
Each time someone
crosses beneath it, |
have them kiss
the person neare
(or the doorfram
and say: |

“Love enters, © 4
harm stays out.
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| Write a smgle wish-for the §

coming light-half of the year_\|

on a tiny slip of paper. Fold )]

& it toward you three times. &9
" Bury it in snow (or freezer \é

snow) overnight. At dawn,
burn the paper and scatter
the ashes to the wmd







Yule Crafts: Embrzxcing the SpiriT of the

Season

by Peggy Reyno[ds

Yule crafts are a wonderful way to celebrate the winter solstice and infuse your home
with the spirit of the season. These festive additions are fueled by your energy and
creativity, connecting you with ancient traditions and the natural world around you.
Whether you're crafting alone or with loved ones, the process of creating Yule
decorations invites warmth, joy, and a sense of community.

Yule Log Candle Holder

Creating a Yule Log Candle Holder is a beautiful way to honor the warmth and light of
the season. This craft symbolizes the light that guides us through the darkest days of



winter and brings a cozy, inviting atmosphere to your celebrations.

Materials Needed

A medium-sized log (approximately 18-24 inches long)
A drill with a spade bit (size to match your candles)
Sandpaper

Beeswax or natural candles



e Greenery (pine, holly, or ivy)
e Decorative elements (pinecones, berries, or small ornaments)
e Ribbon or twine

Step-by-Step Instructions
p=by-otep

1. Select and Prepare Your Log
o Choose a log that is stable and has a flat bottom. Sand the top and any rough
edges to create a smooth surface.
2. Drill Candle Holes
o Use a drill with a spade bit to create evenly spaced holes along the top of the log.
The holes should be deep enough to secure the candles without them tipping
over.
3. Insert the Candles
o Place beeswax or natural candles into the drilled holes. Ensure they are snug and
upright.
4. Decorate the Log
o Arrange greenery around the base of the candles. Secure with twine or ribbon if
necessary. Add pinecones, berries, or ornaments for extra festive flair.
5. Add Final Touches
o Wrap a decorative ribbon or twine around the log for a polished look. Consider
adding a small plaque or tag with a meaningful word or phrase, such as “Hope” or
“Light.”
6. Display Your Yule Log
o Place your Yule Log Candle Holder on a mantel, table, or altar. Light the candles
during your Yule celebrations to symbolize the light returning to the world.

Crafting a Yule Log Candle Holder is a meaningful way to bring the essence of Yule into
your home. Let it illuminate your space and spirit, welcoming the return of longer days
and the warmth of community.



A simple and meaningful way to bring Yuletide magick into your home.
STep-by-STep Instructions

1. Take a mindful walk in nature.
Wander through a park, forest path, or even your backyard. Let the quiet of winter



guide your steps.

2. Gather your sticks.
Look for fallen twigs or small branches that are close in length and thickness.
Choose five if you want a pentagram-style star, or more for a traditional star shape.
(Avoid breaking branches from living trees.)

3. Give thanks to the land.
Before you leave, offer a small gesture of gratitude. A whispered “thank you,” a
simple song, or a quiet prayer is a perfect offering.

4. Prepare your materials.
Trim the sticks so they're roughly the same size. Lay them out in the shape of your
star before tying to see how they'll fit together.

5. Tie your star together.
Use twine, yarn, ribbon, or even natural cordage. Secure each intersection one at a
time, tightening as you go. You can decorate the finished star with:
o Greenery
o Cinnamon sticks
o Dried oranges
o Ribbons
o Bells
o Crystals

6. Hang your Yule Star.
Place it on your altar, in a window, or above your door to welcome protection, light,
and winter blessings into your home.

7. Reflect on the symbolism.
Take a moment to consider the star’s significance. Whether it stands for hope,
guidance, or the spirit of the season, let its light inspire you.

8. Share the joy.
Invite friends or family to join you in crafting their own stars, fostering a sense of
community and shared celebration.

9. Create a Yule ritual.
Incorporate your Yule Star into a personal or family ritual, marking the turning of the
seasons and the promise of longer days to come.

Crafting a Yule Star is more than a simple DIY project; it's a way to connect with nature,
honor ancient traditions, and invite the spirit of Yule into your home. May your star
shine brightly and bring warmth to your winter days.






Creating a Yule Goat is a delightful and traditional way to celebrate the Yuletide season.
This craft brings a piece of Scandinavian folklore into your home, symbolizing the spirit
of giving and celebration.

Materials Nee({e({

Wheat Straw

Twine

Scissors

Red Ribbon

Place to Soak Wheat

Cookie Sheet

e Weighted Objects (for pressing down straw in water)

Step-by-Step Instructions
p=oy-otep

1. Prepare the Wheat Straw
o First, cut the tops off of all your wheat to prepare them for
bundling.
2. Make Bundles
o Tie little bundles of wheat straw together using twine so each
bundle is about 3 inches in diameter. Tie the twine securely in
the center of your bundles.
3. Soak the Bundles
o Submerge the bundles in hot water for at least 5 hours. Place a
cookie sheet on top with something heavy to weigh it down,
ensuring the straw is fully submerged. This step makes the
straw more pliable and less brittle.
4. Rest the Bundles
o Allow the bundles to rest for about 30 minutes after soaking
before working with them.
5. Form the Base
o Take your first bundle and measure the desired length for the
legs and torso of your Yule Goat.
6. Create Hind Legs



o Separate one end of the bundle into two even sections and tie
them off to form the hind legs. For a tail, pull a few stalks of
wheat from the center and braid before separating.

7. Shape Hind Legs

o Hang the leg bundles off a table edge and press down carefully

to bend, creating a crisp corner.
8. Form the Neck

o On the opposite end, separate a quarter of the bundle on top
(the back of your goat) and bend it upward to form the neck.
Tie it securely.

9. Create Front Legs

o Separate the excess wheat evenly and tie off to form the front

legs, bending them downward.
10. Add Structure

o Bend the front legs back up and place a second bundle of straw
parallel underneath your Yule Goat’s belly. Tie it off to add
structure and fill out the head, neck, and front legs.

11. Shape the Front Legs and Neck

o Where your front legs begin, separate the bundle into thirds.
Use the table edge to bend the two outer bundles downward
and the center bundle upward, securing each with twine.

12. Adjust the Structure

o If necessary, untie any parts you need to even out the neck,

belly, or leg area and retie for balance.
13. Form the Head

o Take about one-third of the straw from the neck bundle, bend
it downward, and tie it off to the neck. Bend the remaining
straw downward and tie it off to the first part you bent. Be

gentle to avoid snapping the straw.
14. Trim and Finish



o Trim all uneven straw at the end of the nose and feet for a neat
appearance.
15. Create the Horns
o Braid straw to form the horns for your goat.
16. Decorate with Ribbon
o Wrap the goat with thin red ribbon, using it to secure the horns
in place on the head.
17. Set the Legs
o If the legs are at awkward angles, tie them up with twine and
allow the straw to dry in that position overnight.
18. Final Adjustments
o Untie any bindings once dry and enjoy your handcrafted Yule
Goat as a charming addition to your seasonal decorations!

Crafting a Yule Goat is a wonderful way to connect with cultural
traditions and embrace the spirit of the season. Display your
creation proudly, and let it bring joy and festivity to your home.

‘ Yule Pomanders

Pomanders are a traditional Yule craft, filling the home with a warm, spicy fragrance that
invites blessings of protection, purification, and prosperity. These aromatic creations are
not only decorative but also symbolic, bringing a sense of peace and comfort to your
surroundings.



Yule Pomanders

Pomanders are a traditional Yule craft, filling the
home with warm, spicy fragrance and inviting
blessings of protection, purification, and prosperity.

Materials

» Whole oranges or clementines
» Whole cloves

» Toothpick

Instructions
1. Use the toothpik to poke small holes
into the peel of your orange.
. Press whole cloves into each hole.
. Create lines, spirals, suns, runes, stars,
or any design your spirit calls for.
4. Place your pomanders in a bowl
or hang them with ribbon to scent

your home with festive Yule
energy.

Materials Needed

Whole oranges or clementines
Whole cloves

Toothpick

Ribbon (optional, for hanging)



Step-by-Step Instructions
p=by->tep

1. Prepare Your Orange
o Choose a firm, fresh orange or clementine. Wash and dry it thoroughly to ensure
it lasts longer.
2. Design Your Pattern
o Use a toothpick to gently poke small holes into the peel of your orange. Plan your
design beforehand or let your creativity guide you as you go.
3. Insert the Cloves
o Press whole cloves into each pre-poked hole. The cloves should fit snugly, but
take care not to tear the orange peel.

Cookie Cutter Birdseed Ornaments

Creating birdseed ornaments is a delightful way to support wildlife during the winter
months. These charming treats are not only a gift for the birds but also a symbol of
harmony and generosity, reflecting the spirit of Yule.

Ingredienrs & Supp[ies

e 4 cups birdseed mix
e % cup flour

e % cup water

e 3 tbsp honey

e Cookie cutters

e Tin foil

e Animal-safe twine or yarn (cut into 6-inch pieces)



Directions

1. Mix Ingredients
o In alarge bowl, combine the birdseed, flour, water, and honey. Stir together until
the mixture is well-blended and sticky.
2. Prepare the Surface
o Lay cookie cutters on a foil-lined flat surface. This will prevent sticking and make
it easier to remove the ornaments once they're set.
3. Fill Cookie Cutters
o Fill each cookie cutter halfway with the birdseed mixture, pressing down firmly to
compact it. This ensures the ornament holds its shape.
4. Add Twine
o Fold a piece of twine in half and lay the ends inside the cookie cutter, allowing a
loop to stick out of the top. This loop will be used for hanging the ornament.
5. Complete the Filling
o Fill the rest of the cookie cutter with the remaining mixture, pressing again to
compact the mixture well.
6. Initial Drying
o Allow the ornaments to dry for 4-6 hours. Flip them once halfway through this
time to ensure even drying.
7. Remove from Cutters
o Once they are firm, gently push each ornament out of its cookie cutter. Be careful
to maintain their shape.
8. Final Drying
o Let the ornaments dry fully overnight before hanging them outside. This final
drying will ensure they are sturdy and ready to withstand the elements.



Final Toucl)

Hang your birdseed ornaments on tree branches, providing a festive and nourishing gift
to your feathered friends. These ornaments not only add a charming touch to your
garden but also nurture the wildlife that visits your home. Enjoy watching the birds as
they come to feast on your handcrafted offerings, bringing a touch of life and movement
to the winter landscape.
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13 Magickal Nights

(

A Witches’ Hallow Yule Feature

[)y Maeve Branwen

As the Wheel turns and the longest night gathers close, we step into a profoundly
spiritual time—the 13 Magickal Nights. These nights, spanning from the Winter Solstice
to the first days of the new year, provide a sacred pause—a gateway between past
reflections and future possibilities.

For witches and seekers alike, this season is about listening, releasing, and calling in. It's
an opportunity to honor your past and shape your future with intention, warmth, and
courage.



What Are the 13 Mzs.giclml NingS?

In many folk traditions, each night corresponds to one of the moon cycles of the coming
year. What you notice, release, dream, or divine on each night becomes seed energy for
the months ahead. Instead of rushing into resolutions, this practice invites a slower,
more deliberate approach, weaving magick that is steady, grounded, and sovereign.

Prepzxring Your Szxcred szxce

You don't need elaborate tools—just what makes your spirit feel at home:

A candle (any color, or choose one that matches your intention)

A journal or loose pages

Seasonal touches: evergreens, crystals, a bowl of water, a stone, or a feather
Your breath, your presence, your power

Create a small space where you can return each night—a hearth for your magickal work.

How to Walk the 13 Niglﬂs

Night 1 — Grounding & Protection
Honor the year behind you. Light a candle and whisper gratitude for what shaped you.

Night 2 — Release
Let go of what weighs you down. Write it, burn it, bury it, or simply breathe it out.

Night 3 — Seed the First Dream
Name one thing you want to call into your life. Hold it gently. Speak it aloud.

Nights 4-12 — One Theme Per Night
Choose a focus each night—love, health, creativity, courage, home, healing, clarity,
abundance, connection. Reflect, journal, divine, meditate, or simply sit with the energy.

Night 13 — Sealing the Year
Offer thanks to your guides, ancestors, and future self. Whisper a closing blessing and
seal your intentions with a final flame, breath, or sigil.



The 13 szgicl&[ Nings: A Comp[eTe
Ritual Cyc[e

A nightly practice of writing, burning, and becoming. This cycle is a
sacred act of trust, release, and divination, written in the mystical,
empowering style of Witches’ Hallow—trauma-aware and deeply
rooted in Winter Solstice magick. We begin on the first night of Yule.

Core Ritual for Every Night

Participants will write down their “seed”—a thought, intention, question, fear, hope, or
shadow—without rereading it. Fold it once, twice, or three times, hold it to a candle
flame, and let it burn safely in a fire-safe bowl. This symbolizes trusting the unknown,
releasing control, and allowing the universe to respond.
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e Nigl)T 1 — The Nigl)T of Opening



Theme: Grounding e Protection e Threshold
Purpose: Prepare body, spirit, and space.

Ritual:

Light a single candle in darkness.

Breathe deeply three times.

Whisper: “I cross the threshold with open eyes and steady heart.”

Write your seed: What do | need protection from this year?

Burn it .

Place a bowl of salt or an obsidian stone near the candle for the next 12 nights.

ok bR

® Nig’w 2 — The Ning of Release

Theme: Letting go
Purpose: Shed the weight of the old year.

Ritual:

1. Hold your candle and imagine it drawing heaviness out of your
body.

2. Write your seed: What must leave my life now? What has
expired?

3. Burnit

4, Scatter the ashes outside the next morning if possible.



5 NighT 3 — The Nigbr of the First
Dream
Theme: Hope e Beginnings
Purpose: Plant the first intention for the coming year.

Ritual:

1. Sit in silence for one minute, listening for your inner voice.

2. Write your seed: What do | quietly hope for, even if | fear to name it?
3. Burn it blindly.

4. Anoint your heart with a drop of water or oil.



) Niglw 4 — The Niglﬁ of the Hearth

Theme: Home ¢ Comfort e Belonging
Purpose: Call warmth into your inner and outer home.

Ritual:

1. Place a piece of evergreen or cinnamon near your candle.

2. Write your seed: What does my spirit need to feel safe and at home this year?
3. Burniit.

4. Whisper: “Warmth finds me.”

%
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Nig’w 5 — The Nigkr of the Body

Theme: Health e Strength ¢ Embodiment
Purpose: Honor the physical self.

Ritual:

1. Touch the ground or floor. Anchor yourself.

2. Write your seed: What does my body ask of me?
3. Burn it.

4. Drink a small glass of water with intention.

NighT 6 — The N ig’w of Emotion
Theme: Heart ¢ Healing e Truth
Purpose: Invite emotional clarity.
Ritual:

1. Light your candle and place your hands over your heart.

2. Write your seed: What emotion have | avoided or denied?

3. Burn it.

4. Place hands over flame (not touching) to “warm” your heartspace.

Ning > — The Ning of Shadow

Theme: Fear e Limitation e The Unseen
Purpose: Face and transform the hidden self.

Ritual:



1. Sit in complete darkness for 1-3 minutes before lighting your candle.
2. Write your seed: What shadow follows me that | am ready to face?
3. Burn it.

4. Whisper: “Shadow is my teacher, not my chain.”

) Niglﬂ 8 — The Ning of Creativity

Theme: Inspiration e Expression
Purpose: Ignite your inner fire.

Ritual:

1. Place a tool of creativity (pen, paint, yarn, instrument) beside your candle.
2. Write your seed: What wants to be created through me?

3. Burn it.

4. Let the candle burn an extra minute to “feed” your spark.



- Niglﬁ o — The Ning of
Re[zxrionsl)ips
Theme: Connection ¢ Community
Purpose: Clarify who walks with you and who doesn't.

Ritual:

1. Imagine yourself surrounded by those who support you.

2. Write your seed: What relationship truth do | need to honor this year?
3. Burn it.

4. Offer a moment of gratitude for one person in your life.



3 Nig’w o — The Nigkr of ProsperiTy

Theme: Wealth e Flow e Opportunity
Purpose: Invite abundance without grasping.

Ritual:

1. Place a coin beneath your candle.

2. Write your seed: What blocked my prosperity before? What must open now?
3. Burn it.

4. Leave the coin on your altar until the 13th night.

&N iglﬁ 1 — The Ning of DeSTiny
Theme: Purpose e Calling e Path
Purpose: Reveal the road ahead.

Ritual:

1. Stare softly into the flame and let your mind drift.

2. Write your seed: What direction does my soul want to move toward?
3. Burn it.

4. Sleep with your candle (unlit) beside your bed for dream messages.

& Nig’w 2 — The Ning of Vision



Theme: Intuition e Future Sight
Purpose: Receive guidance from the unseen.

Ritual:

1. Hold your candle between your palms and ask for clarity.
2. Write your seed: What visions am | ready to receive?
3. Burniit.

4. Note any flashes of insight afterward.

P + t ix +
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A COMPLETE RITUAL CYCLE i A COMPLETE RITUAL CYCLE
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Niglﬁ 15 — The Nigl)T of Becoming

Theme: Integration e Blessing e Rebirth
Purpose: Seal your year-long journey.

Ritual:

Surround the candle with all the items used throughout the 13 nights.
Write your final seed: Who am | becoming in this next turn of the Wheel?
Burn it

Whisper:

“From shadow and spark, | rise.

From darkness and flame, | become.”

bR



5. Extinguish the candle with breath, not force.

OPTiOﬂA[ Final B[essing

Gather all the ash from the 13 nights. Return it to the earth. Say: “What | have released
returns to the soil. What | have called returns to me.”

Embrace the magick of these nights as you step into the turning of the year with
intention and light.



Empowering Lanquage for Your Ritual

Use words that affirm your sovereignty:

e ‘|l release what no longer serves me.”

e “My power returns to me, whole and unharmed.”

e “l choose clarity. | choose courage. | choose myself.”

e “Each night, | weave a year that honors who | am becoming.”
e ‘| step into the turning of the year with intention and light.”

Let your voice be part of the magick. Whether whispered or spoken boldly, your words
shape the path ahead.

A Final B[essing for Your 13 NighTs

May these nights open the gates of vision.
May your dreams rise like sparks from the Solstice flame.
May the coming year greet you with possibility, purpose, and power.

You are not simply witnessing the turning of the year—
You are shaping it.



MyTl)ic Winter Birds: Winged SpiriTs of

Tl)e Solstice

By Witches’ Hallow Scribes

When winter lays its silver breath across the land and the nights stretch longer than the
day remembers, the world seems to contract into stillness. Trees stand bare as bones,
rivers glaze themselves in ice, and even the wind becomes a quieter creature. And yet—
above us, at the edge of the frozen world—birds continue their ancient work.

Some stay, guarding the winter landscape like sentinels. Some migrate, trusting instinct
and starlight to guide them thousands of miles. And some move silently through folklore
and myth, appearing in dreams, omens, and Solstice tales whispered beside the hearth.

Winter birds are more than wildlife; they are symbols of endurance, prophecy, mystery,
and rebirth. They remind us that life persists, that spirit adapts, and that guidance often



comes with wings.

The Raven: Solstice Orzxc[e, Keeper of the Dark






Ravens have always belonged to winter, to thresholds, to moments when the world is
changing shape. Their deep, resonant calls seem to reverberate across the barren cold,
as though echoing from other realms.

Across traditions, ravens embody:

e Prophecy & Divination: In Norse lore, Odin’s ravens, Huginn (Thought) and Muninn
(Memory), traveled the worlds daily, bringing him information from realms both seen
and unseen. In Celtic lands, ravens were associated with warriors, queens, and
goddesses of transformation—especially the Morrigan, whose presence signaled
change, fate, and sovereignty.

e Winter Transformation: Ravens feast on what winter leaves behind. This made
them, in ancient stories, agents of transformation—expanding upon the idea that

nothing dies without feeding something new.
e Shadow Wisdom: Their inky feathers symbolized the unknown, the subconscious,

and the truths buried beneath the surface.

Solstice Divination:
Place three shiny objects outside on Yule Eve (a coin, bead, and key). Whichever
disappears first—if any—reveals the raven’s message:

e Coin: Resources will shift or grow.

e Bead: Creativity awakens.
e Key: A path opens or a truth is unlocked.

Tl)e Owl: The Wzsxcl)er n Tl)e LongeST Ning






Few creatures feel as woven into winter as the owl. Their silent wings and glowing eyes
make them seem like spirits wearing feathers. In the darkest months, owls appear in
folklore as guardians, judges, guides, and keepers of ancestral knowledge.

e The Owl as an Ancestral Messenger: In parts of Scotland, Wales, and the
Appalachian mountains, owls were believed to carry messages between the living
and the dead—and winter was their busiest season.

The Silent Truth-Seer: Owls fly with ghostlike silence, teaching a spiritual truth: “Not
all wisdom arrives with noise. Some arrives only in stillness.”

¢ Feminine Lunar Power: Many ancient cultures linked owls with lunar goddesses:
Athena (Greece) — wisdom, strategy

Blodeuwedd (Wales) — transformation
Hecate (Greece) — night mysteries
Ixchel (Maya) — moon and medicine

o

O

O
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Winter Intuition Rite:

Sit in darkness for three minutes. Imagine owl eyes opening behind your own. Whisper:

“Let me see what is hidden.” Record the first thought or image afterward—it is often a
buried truth rising.

The Wren: The F[mee-Singer of Midwinter






When nearly every bird falls quiet, the tiny wren sings. In many cultures, this made
wrens sacred—tiny hearth-fires carrying the promise of returning light.

e The Celtic King of Birds: An old legend tells that the birds once held a contest to see
who could fly highest. The eagle soared beyond all others—until a wren popped out
from beneath its wing and flew even higher. Thus, the wren was crowned “Ri na
nEan”"—King of Birds.

o The Bridge Between Seasons: Wrens were believed to survive winter by entering
fairy mounds—becoming messengers between this world and the Otherworld.

e Symbol of Endurance: Though small, they are loud, clever, determined. In deep
winter, they remind us: “Strength does not always roar. Sometimes it sings from a
tiny throat.”

Wren's Solstice Blessing:
At sunrise the morning after Yule, ring a tiny bell or tap your window gently. Say: “Small
one, bright one, carry hope into my home.”

The Snowy Ow[, Swan & Dove: White Birds of

Midwinter B[essing






White birds have always symbolized purity, divine presence, and the
promise of renewal.

o Swans: In Celtic myth, swans were shape-shifting messengers of
fate and love. Winter swans represent the soul’s immortality and the beauty that
persists even in hardship.

e Doves: Associated with peace, healing, and spiritual guidance—white doves
appearing in winter were considered blessings from guardians or ancestors.

e Snowy Owls: In Inuit and Arctic lore, snowy owls often carry the spirits of the
departed during midwinter, guiding them safely across the thresholds of worlds.

White Feather Charm:
Place a white feather on your altar. Surround it with one white candle. Say: “From the
hush of winter, blessings rise.” Let it burn for a few minutes each night until New Year.

Migration: A Winter Merzxpl)or for the Witch’s Path

For birds who leave the cold lands behind, migration is a journey of incredible endurance
and faith.

e Trust in Unseen Paths: Birds navigate by the stars, Earth’s magnetic field, and
ancestral memory. They teach witches about trusting instinct even when the path is
dark or unknown.

e Return & Renewal: Just as the sun returns after Solstice, migratory birds return with
spring. They are the world’s living reminder that: “Nothing is ever truly gone—only
transformed.”

e ACall to Let Go & Move Forward: Migration symbolizes releasing old patterns,
crossing thresholds, and emerging anew.

Migration Reflection:
Journal:

e What am | leaving behind with this winter?
e What am | returning to when the light grows?



A Solstice Ritual: The Feather B[essing for Winter

C[zs.riTy
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You will need:

e A feather (any color that calls to you)
e Ablue, silver, or white candle
e A quiet window, porch, or outdoor spot

Steps:
1. Light the candle at dusk or dawn.
2. Hold the feather lightly by its quill.
3. Whisper: “Winged ones of winter air, Lift my thoughts and make them clear.”
4. Ask one question about the coming year.
5. Let the feather rest overnight on your altar or windowsill.
6. Interpret dreams, omens, or feelings the next morning.

C[osing Reflections: Winter Birds as Companions

Tl)rougl) the Dark

In times long past, winter was not merely a season—it was a test of endurance, hope,
and spiritual strength. Birds, more than any other animal, served as living omens that life
still stirred beneath the snow.

Whether it is the raven revealing hidden truth, the owl guarding the night, the wren
singing hope, or the snowy owl blessing the silence, each winter bird carries ancient

wisdom.
They remind us:

e Light always returns.
e Hope always sings again.
e Guidance is always available—if we know how to listen.

May their wings guide you through this sacred season of stillness, transformation, and
quiet rebirth.



7

se, ¢ o

'."5 =0 e 9 77 /I
AT o A v .
4""’ :_; -, F ’ R~ ’.La.a '.! '.’ ‘,‘?’ :fl" &

The Botanical szgicli of Yule
Greens

A Witches’ Hallow Exclusive
Beloved ones,

We deck the halls not because a song told us to, but because our ancestors knew:
evergreens are a living rebellion against the grip of winter death. When the land
lies bare and silent, these plants keep their green hearts beating. They remind us
that life sleeps, never dies. Bring them across your threshold, and you invite the
oldest kind of protective magick into your home.

Come, let us wander through the winter boughs together...



I—Io”y — The I-Io”y King’s Crown

(1lex zxquifolium)

Red as warrior-blood, sharp as winter truth. The Holly King rules from Samhain
to Beltane, and his plant is armoured for battle. Those glossy, prickly leaves
form an energetic wall that no ill-wishing spirit dares cross. Medieval cunning-
folk hung holly above doorways and cradles alike; they believed its thorns
“caught” malice the way a hedge catches wind.

A sprig of holly beneath the pillow on the longest night was said to bring
prophetic dreams of one’s future beloved. Tudor diaries are full of such entries—
young women waking with berry-stained fingers and racing hearts.

Magickal correspondences: protection, masculine solar energy, dream magick,
conquering adversity.

Iuy — The C[inging Goddess
(Hedera helix)



Where holly is the king, ivy is the eternal queen—spiralling, binding, intoxicating.
She teaches us that surrender can be strength; she climbs, she covers, she
outlives the stone walls she embraces. In the old songs, ivy represents the
feminine mysteries: fidelity, rebirth, and the delicious dizziness of love charms.

Twine ivy and holly together, and you create the sacred marriage of God and
Goddess, Oak King and Holly King reconciled at the moment the light turns.
Balance, darling. Always balance.

Magickal correspondences: feminine lunar energy, binding spells, healing,
resurrection.

Mistletoe — Tl)e Golden Bougl)

(Viscum album)

Ah, the plant that must never touch the earth. Druids harvested it with a golden
sickle on the sixth day after the New Moon, catching it in white cloth so not one
berry bruised the soil. To them, mistletoe growing high in the oak was lightning
made plant—pure life-force suspended between heaven and earth.

The kissing custom? A sweet Victorian overlay on a far older fertility charm.
Enemies who met beneath mistletoe in the wild were bound to lay down arms
and share peace (at least until the berries were gone—one kiss per berry).

Magickal correspondences: healing, exorcism, fertility, aerial protection, peace-
making.

Rosema or Remembrzmce
Ty

(Rosmarinus oﬂﬁcimx[is — now Salvia rosmarinus)

“There’s rosemary, that’s for remembrance. Pray you, love, remember.” Ophelia
knew. Tudor maidens tucked sprigs into pockets or bosoms “lest winter steal the
memory of summer.” Burn it on the Yule log, and the smoke carries messages to
those who have crossed the veil; scatter it on the threshold, and no ghost will
forget the way home.

Magickal correspondences: memory, clarity, purification, loyalty, ancestor
connection.



Pine & Cedar — Breath of the Euergreen Forest

(Pinus spp. & Cedrus spp-)

Their resinous scent is the forest sighing in your hearth. Norse folk burned
juniper (a close cousin) on the darkest nights to drive out the mare—the
nightmare spirit who rides sleeping chests. Pine and cedar needles strewn
beneath the bed still work that old banishing.

Bring in armfuls for your Yule besom or simmer pot; the steam cleanses lungs
and aura alike.

Magickal correspondences: longevity, prosperity, cleansing, strength through
hardship.
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e Fresh holly (with berries if possible)

e lvy vines

e Mistletoe (or white ribbon to represent it if unavailable)
e Rosemary sprigs

e Pine/cedar tips

e Red thread or twine

As you weave or tie the garland, speak three times (or nine, if you’re feeling
particularly witchy):

“Leaf and berry, thorn and vine,

Guard this threshold, mine and thine.
What enters here shall bring only light;
Darkness turns at the edge of night.
By holly’s point and ivy’s twist,

By mistletoe the gods have kissed,

By rosemary’s faithful memory,

As I will, so mote it be”

Hang it above your front door on the Solstice eve. Leave it until Imbolc (or until it
naturally dries), then burn it with thanks on your next hearth fire.

May your home be green and bright this longest night, and may every bough you
bring inside whisper:

The wheel turns. The light returns.

You, too, are evergreen.

Blessed Yule, my darlings.

— Your Witches’ Hallow Scribes






Ask A Witch

Welcome to "Ask A Witch," your mystical corner where curiosity meets
enchantment! Whether you're a budding witch, a seeker of ancient wisdom, or
simply intrigued by the mysteries of the unseen, this is your opportunity to dive
into the magical world of witchcraft, magick, mythology, and more.

How It Works

Our Student Services team has conjured a special forum just for you! Here's how
you can participate:

1. Submit Your Questions: Have a burning question about spells, rituals, or
mythological creatures? Maybe you're curious about the history of witchcraft
or the symbolism behind certain magical practices. Whatever it is, toss your
question into our cauldron.

2. Monthly Highlights: Each month, we'll sift through the entries and pick one or
two of the most enchanting questions. These will be featured in our newsletter,
along with thoughtful and insightful answers from our panel of witchy experts.

3. Ignite Conversations: Your question could be the spark that ignites the next
great conversation about the mystical arts!

Why Participate?

e Engage with Experts: Gain insights from seasoned practitioners and scholars of
witchcraft and mythology.

e Expand Your Knowledge: Learn about diverse traditions, practices, and beliefs
that span cultures and centuries.

e Join a Community: Connect with fellow students and enthusiasts who share
your passion for the magical and mysterious.



Submit Your Question

SUBMIT YOUR
QUESTION

1TO STUDENT

SERVICES

Ready to dive in? Head over to our Student Services forum and let your curiosity
lead the way. Whether it's big or small, every question adds a new ingredient to
our ever-evolving pot of knowledge. Who knows, your curiosity might just uncover
ancient secrets or open up new realms of understanding.

Join us on this enchanting journey and let your questions take flight!




Ask A Witch: Reader Question of the Month

“Dear Ask A Witch,

As Yule approaches, I've been feeling an intense shift in energy — part excitement,
part heaviness. I'm drawn to do a ritual, but I'm not sure if what I'm feeling is
seasonal, spiritual, or just burnout. How can I tell the difference, and what kind of
Yule working would help me reconnect without overwhelming myself?”

Ask A WiTCI) — Answer

Dear Seeker,

What you're experiencing is far more common than you might think. Yule is a
threshold in the Wheel of the Year—a time when the world around us grows still,
the sun sinks to its lowest arc, and our inner landscape becomes louder. The
excitement you feel is the spark of returning light. The heaviness? That’s the deep
winter shadow inviting you inward.

The key is this: your body and spirit often respond to Yule long before your mind
catches up.

How to Tell What You're Feeling
Here are a few clues to help you understand the source of your energetic shift:
If it'’s seasonal:

You may notice low energy, introspection, or the urge to “hibernate”” This is your
natural rhythm syncing with the winter cycle.

If it'’s spiritual:

You may feel called to ritual, divination, dreaming, or ancestral work. There’s a
subtle hum beneath everything, as though something is waiting for you.

If it’s burnout:



You may feel drained without the sense of meaning behind it. Tasks feel heavier,
and even small commitments feel like too much.

Most witches experience a blend of all three this time of year. The important thing
is not to judge the sensation, but to listen to it.

What Kind of Yule Working Will Help

You don’t need something dramatic or deeply involved. Yule honors the return of
light, and sometimes the tenderest rituals are the strongest.

Here are a few gentle, powerful Yule workings to reconnect without overwhelming
yourself:

Candle of Returning Light

Choose a single white or gold candle.
Hold it. Breathe.

And whisper:

“As the light returns, so does my strength.”

Light it for a few minutes each evening until Yule.

Evergreen Renewal Charm

Hold a pine sprig or small cedar branch.
They represent resilience and life that endures the dark.

Carry it on your altar or in your pocket to remind you that your energy may be
quiet, but it is not gone.

Release the Year’s Weight

On a small scrap of paper, write what feels heavy:
stress, burnout, unresolved emotions, old obligations.
Burn it safely in a fireproof dish as you say:

“I set down what dims my flame.”



This creates space for your winter light to spark again.

Dreaming Into the New Year

Instead of forcing intentions, ask your dreams to show you what you're ready to
grow into.

Place a moonstone, clear quartz, or mugwort under your pillow and record any
dream fragments. Yule dreams often speak clearly.

Remember This
Winter is not asking you to be productive.
It is asking you to listen.

If your energy feels tangled or confusing, it doesn’t mean you're doing anything
wrong. It means you're entering a sacred pause—the place where transformation
begins. Allow Yule to meet you exactly where you are, without pressure, without
performance.

The light is coming back.
And so are you.
With warmth and wonder,

Ask A Witch Team

Ask A Witch Epic Spell Failures

“Dear Ask A Witch,

During a Yule spell gone wrong, I accidentally created what can only be described
as a cinnamon cyclone that erupted from my cauldron and consumed my
workspace. How do I prevent my spells from spiraling into elemental chaos?”



Ask A WiTCI) — Answer

Dear Spice-Storm Survivor,
Ah, yes—the Cinnamon Cyclone.

A classic rite of passage, really. Every witch eventually summons something they
did not intend, whether it's a mild broom infestation, an overly enthusiastic flame,
or in your case... a swirling aromatic hurricane that would make even Freyr sneeze.

Let’'s unpack what happened and, more importantly, how to keep your workings
from erupting into elemental chaos in the future.

Wl)y the Spe” Spirzx[ec{ Out of Control

Spice-based spells are deceptively powerful. Cinnamon in particular is a speed
catalyst—it accelerates whatever intention it touches. When you combine:

e a potent seasonal portal (Yule)
e an amplifying ingredient (cinnamon)
e and an oversized intention (we've allbeen there)

...you essentially create the perfect storm for your energy to surge, expand, and
burst forth dramatically.

Chaos spells don’t happen because the witch is inexperienced.

They happen because the ENERGY is bigger than the container.

How to Prevent the Next Swirl of Spe”-WeMl)er

Here are the three pillars of controlled magic:
1. Scale Your Intention to the Size of Your Working

Big intentions require grounding, layering, and a spell structure prepared to hold
them.

If youre doing a simple hearth charm, set a simple intention: “Warmth,’

“Peace/



“Steady joy,’
—not “restructure my entire life overnight, please and thank you”
2. Use Cinnamon Like It's TNT

o Alittle goes a long way.

e A pinch is a blessing.

e A tablespoon is a summoning.
o A fistful is a weather event.

Think of cinnamon as the magical equivalent of lighting fluid.
3. Anchor the Spell Before You Fire It Up

Before adding the final ingredient, take a deep breath and state firmly: “I anchor
this energy within safe, blessed boundaries.”

This tells the spell where to go—and where not to go (i.e., the rafters).

A GenT[e Yule Worliing 10 Rep[zxce Tl)e Cl)zxos

Try this instead:

e One cinnamon stick (not powder)
e A sprig of evergreen
e A whisper of your intention

Warm it over a candle flame or simmer gently in water.

It releases steady, soothing magic—no airborne spice vortex required.

Final Wisdom

Chaos isn't failure; it's feedback.
Your magic is strong—strong enough to make the kitchen spirits duck for cover.
Now the goal is to cultivate direction, not diminish your fire.

Next time, channel that power with intention, boundaries, and maybe a lid
nearby... just in case.



With cinnamon-scented compassion,

Ask A Witch Team



